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Chapter 1: Introduction
If you Google the phrase, "What is the most important verse in the 
Bible" you'll get a slew of returns. Most of them revolve around a key 
theme, like Answers in Genesis thinking that the first verse in the Bible 
is most important. Of course, it's difficult to argue against that. Who 
wants to? We do believe, of course, that God created the world.  Other 
returns from our friends at Google include the 100 most-read verses at 
Bible Gateway (www.biblegateway.com), a noble site and an 
interesting take on the issue. I suppose that popularity lends some 
credibility to the idea of importance, but we wouldn't think that the 
most popular celebrity is the most important person on the planet, so 
this doesn't hold much weight. 

I guess what I'm saying is that it's hard to determine what the most 
important verse in the Bible is. Many would probably say that John 3:16 
is vital to our faith, and it is the basis for much of our hope. 

Why should I try to answer the question of importance? Well, in a way 
I'm not trying to at all. My goal is to show you the deeply important 
theological truth of John 14:6, but my goal isn't to convince you that it 
is the most important verse. The title of this booklet is written so that, 
as you study this verse, you can decide for yourself the answer to the 
question this title asks.

It will be my contention through this short work that the most 
important verse in the entirety of the Bible is quite possibly John 
chapter 14 and verse six.  It isn’t so important that you agree with me 
about that premise in order to get some good information from this 
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paper. After all, everyone has a favorite verse. This, however, is a little 
bit more than just a favorite.  I have several favorite verses in the 
Bible. They provide me with comfort when I’m down, strength when I’m 
tempted, and confidence when I’m sharing my faith. John 14:6 isn’t 
about that, however. It is instead about our faith in general, and our 
Christ in particular. 

What is so powerful about John 14:6 that makes it the most important 
verse in the entire Bible, or at least a contender for the title? How can 
one single verse hold so much sway? And why does my opinion count 
anyway? 

Let me deal with the last question first. I don’t mean to promote some 
sort of false humility when I write it. I know who I am, both that the 
blood of the lamb redeems me and that I’m still a terrible sinner. If the 
Apostle Paul counted himself the worst of sinners, then how much 
more so am I? Yet I have no choice but to state my opinion on this 
issue. Like the prophet Jeremiah, God’s Word is shut up in my bones as 
a fire so powerful that I cannot be quiet. So while I am the lowest of the 
believers, I am bound by my faith to speak, and to try and show you 
why I speak what I say! 

We are all in need of “The Great I AM,” which is actually the real topic 
of John 14:6. It doesn’t matter whether you can compete with Paul for 
being what we believe was a pillar of the church or if you’re competing 
with him for the award of worst sinner. We all need Christ to save us. 

Another thing that bears mention here is that it doesn’t matter what 
your theological leanings are. You can be a Calvinist or an Armenian, a 
Catholic or a Baptist. You can believe that there will be a rapture or 
you can be an amillennialist. It doesn’t matter. No one can see heaven 
without first seeing the Messiah. 

This is actually one of the primary reasons that John 14:6 is so 
important. It sets aside all of general theology for a moment and 
focuses on the only thing that matters. In man’s quest to understand 
God, the Christ is the only way. 



Chapter 2: Overview of the Verse in Question
The single most important reason for this study in my opinion is not as 
much to learn about how this verse affects our salvation. I am, after all, 
writing mostly to Christians. Unbelievers may pick up this book 
randomly I suppose, but they probably wouldn’t read very far and even 
then won’t understand much of it. I pray unbelievers find the Bible, not 
this book. They need that more. This book is for the believer in Christ. 

This verse means more to me as a believer than it would have as an 
unbeliever. While still in rebellion against God, I wouldn’t have known 
what this verse meant. When I stopped rebelling, this verse meant 
something. It meant something because it told me how I got to 
heaven, even though I didn’t know it when I accepted him as Savior in 
the first place. 

Another reason this verse means more to me now than when I was an 
unbeliever is because now this verse tells me of the confidence of 
Christ even when I sin in the present age. I’ll explain this more later, 
but the bottom line is that this verse means Christ is in control of 
salvation whether I’m sinning or living a life perfectly for him. It means 
I have less to do with salvation then I ever imagined and that he is my 
everything. 

As an overview, John 14:6, in the King James, says the following:

Jesus saith unto him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.”

Incidentally, it is more than acceptable to use a different version of the 
Bible to read God’s word. In fact, as an example, I’ve displayed the 
verse as read in the English Standard Version below so you can see 
how close they really are. 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.”

This is a great verse, and if you read it with a clear mind, you can 
readily see why it is so important. Here Christ talks about who he is 
and why he is so integral to the salvation of humanity. He is, after all, 
God in the flesh who has made the salvation of humanity possible. 

Here, though, is a new overview. Notice the numbered underlined 
sections. They represent the ways in which we shall dig into the verse. 
It is simply my desire to show you, step by step, the reasons why this 
verse is so important to our faith.



Here again, is the verse:

Jesus saith (1) unto him, “I am  (2) the way (3), the truth (4), and the 
life (5): no man (6) cometh unto the Father (7), but (8) by me (9).”

There you have it: the primer for our study. Let us now begin the 
adventure in earnest. 



Chapter 3: Jesus Saith
Our first stop on this quest is a simple and often overlooked one. Jesus 
said a lot of things in the Bible. On the other hand, he didn’t personally 
write anything, so it could be argued that he said very little. This is, 
indeed, John’s memory of what the Lord told them. Does that make it 
less of Jesus’ words? After all, many scholars think that the book was 
written as late as AD 85-100! 

That is something to consider. Part of what makes our faith unique is 
that we believe Jesus said the things that his disciples wrote about him 
(including Paul’s conversion experience in Acts 9). So even though he 
never wrote anything, we can be confident that several witnesses 
wrote what he did say. And thus we know he said what follows the 
words: Jesus saith.

Finally, the fact that Jesus said what follows is important because it 
means that we aren’t just listening to a preacher. Of course the rest of 
John’s writing is just as inspired as his recollections of Christ’s sayings, 
but even still, knowing that it came from Jesus is vital. Had some other 
prophet, or even the great Pastor John, said that Christ was the way, 
the truth, and the life, we might have been able to explain it away or 
maybe we would have misunderstood it. No, we know better. These 
are Christ’s words. 



Chapter 4: I Am
This is fundamental to everything else. “I am” is a statement of being. 
When you introduce yourself, you usually start with “I am.” It is 
important. It is saying that you exist as a person. See Exodus 3:14 for a 
comparison on the “I AM” concept. Herein Jesus is equating himself 
with God almighty. It is also an introductory point. In Exodus, God 
introduces himself to the people of Israel by saying that he exists as 
everything. He said, “I am that I am,” which is to say, “I am 
everything.” In John 14:6, Jesus discusses what that everything is. It is 
the way, the truth, and the life. 

Without the way, the truth, and the life, nothing else exists. We know 
that Christ was integral in all creation by John 1:3, 4. It is because “I 
am” that all things were created. 

The way, the truth, and the life, statements that I will dissect 
momentarily, are all built upon the fact that Jesus “is.” They are vital to 
our understanding of Jesus and foundational to all understanding is the 
fact that he is indeed the great “I am.” 



Chapter 5: The Way
What is the “way?” What does it mean? Quite simply, it stands for the 
path to get from one place to another. We shall see in point six that 
the path is unsearchable for humanity on its own. Therefore the path I 
speak of must be a supernatural path. In many religions, a path will 
consist of doing certain things at the right time. As the believer in that 
religion accomplishes each milestone, he or she is supposedly closer to 
enlightenment/god/immortality. 

Yet the Bible tells us that these are impossible feats. One cannot get to 
God by a way of his own making. The Way must mean something else. 
If it is not a series of feats to be accomplished, then it must not have 
anything to do with human power.

Hebrews 10:20 tells us that, “By a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh.” Therefore 
the way is through Jesus’ flesh. So it is the flesh of Jesus that provides 
the means to immortality. Getting to God is now possible because the 
“way” has been established through the body of Jesus. His broken 
body in exchange for ours has meant all the difference. 

In Jesus Christ, the physical (his body) provided the spiritual (our soul) 
a path. Nothing in the Bible is so impacting on our lives as this point. 



Chapter 6: The Truth
Truth would appear to be subjective in modern culture. Some truth is 
stable, like gravity, but most is not. Even in terms of law, truth is 
subjective. The police officer may pull you over for running a red light, 
but let you off with a warning when he finds out that you ran the light 
because you are driving your pregnant wife to the hospital to give birth 
to your child. Even in the theory of evolution, secularism’s biggest 
threat to Christianity, the truth of how life began is modified 
periodically. Nothing seems stable. 

Philosophically speaking, truth is ever changing. What I may feel in my 
spirit today might not match what you are feeling, and that’s 
acceptable for both of us, at least this is the mindset of the modern 
humanistic believer. Even those who claim some sort of belief in Jesus 
often take the parts that are easy to swallow, like being kind to your 
neighbors and the like, while leaving out the hard to process parts, like 
that Jesus is the only way for salvation (as our verse suggests). 

No, the truth must be something substantial and unmoving if we are to 
believe it. Otherwise, we would simply move on to something else 
when it suits us, like many people do. Thankfully, our truth is 
unmoving. John tells us in 1:1 that Jesus is our truth (the Word) and 
that he has been with God, and is God, from the beginning. It’s as 
simple as that. John 14:6 tells us that Jesus is the unmovable truth, 
which is one of the reasons it’s the most important verse in the Bible.

When people try to tell me that Jesus was just a good man or a wise 
philosopher, I tell them that he has to be more than that, or the Bible 
falls apart. I then suggest that, if the Bible has fallen apart, then there 
is no Jesus to believe in. Either he is everything that is said about him, 
or he is nothing. The truth may be hard to swallow, but it is the truth 
nonetheless. 

This idea of truth, and that it revolves around Jesus Christ, is 
something that John wanted to grind into his readers repeatedly. Not 
only in the book that bears his name, but in his three letters we also 
find it. In I John 5:20, almost the last verse, the writer tells us that, 
“And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life.”

Thus the reality that Jesus is our truth is repeated in the Bible several 
times. It may be beneficial at this time to conduct your own study on 
the word “truth” to see what the Bible has to say. You’ll see very few 



opportunities for the worldly view of truth. It is virtually indestructible 
in scripture, unlike the world’s idea of it. Cling to the scripture’s idea of 
truth and grow in it. 



Chapter 7: The Life
The writer of the book of John gives us a beautifully articulated 
discussion on Christ’s impact on our life in Chapter 15. I will reference 
it a few times, but it might be a good idea to go on and read the first 
17 verses. 

Before going further, let me emphasize what type of Life the Lord is 
talking about. He isn’t telling his followers that he is the source of their 
physical life, although he most assuredly is (as he was present at the 
foundation of the earth). Instead, he is here referencing our spiritual 
life. 

How do I know that? Because Jesus was just answering Thomas’ 
question about how to get where he was going. Jesus is talking about 
getting to the Father. We can’t go physically to the father; it is a 
spiritual journey. Therefore, any discussion about the way, the truth, 
and the life are spiritual ones. This method of discussion continues 
through chapter 14 with the talk on the Holy Spirit and into chapter 15. 

In Chapter 15 verse 5, Jesus says, “I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” This life that we Jesus 
mentions almost in passing in 14:6 comes alive in chapter 15. We can 
do nothing spiritually without Christ. Yet we are told in chapter 15 that 
we should desire to bear fruit and even expect pruning if we don’t! 
Therefore, we must know where the life comes from. It doesn’t come 
from our own spirit. The spirit that lives within us requires pruning and, 
in extreme cases, burning (15:6). No, it is the life that comes by way of 
Jesus Christ that provides the spiritual impetus to produce this fruit. 

Thus Jesus is the Life. 



Chapter 8: No Man
We tried it at Babel. It was a gargantuan effort for all of mankind. In 
modern terms, it was like trying to get to the moon or, for those of us 
born after the moon landing, a trip to Mars. 

Yet there is a difference between our modern efforts to get into space 
and the tower of Babel. I doubt any scientist or astronaut who is 
attempting to get us to Mars is doing so because he or she wants to 
get to God without God’s help, as was the case at Babel. Yet people 
exist in every facet of life that do think they can get to a better place in 
the afterlife by doing good deeds. They think they can do it without 
Christ. I’ve heard personally, and you probably have to, that some 
individuals assume that God will sort of measure all of the bad with all 
of the good and if the good wins out, then they will get into heaven. 

Honestly, how foolish! So even though no one is building a Tower of 
Babel today, the fact is that millions (billions?) of people are trying to 
get into heaven through their own good works. This argument breaks 
down very, very fast. Who sets the standard? If I set the standard, then 
of course I’m good to go! But if God sets the standard, and since he 
created heaven he should, then we are all doomed!

Jesus said “no man,” which is the same as saying “no one.” It’s a fact 
of life. If you want to get into the afterlife, then you have to go through 
Christ. You can’t do it by having some good works in your record, or by 
being a good parent, or by building a massive structure into space. 
Nothing, but nothing, is going to get you to heaven except Jesus. As 
the old song says:

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

People want to find their own way. Some give up on all hope for an 
afterlife and just assume (or hope) that this life is all we have. Yet Jesus 
was very plain about the fact that there is more to life, but 
unfortunately only a few who will understand it. 

Matthew 7:13 and 14 tell us, in the words of Jesus, to, “Enter ye in at 
the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.” 



The Tower of Babel, false religions, misrepresentations of Christianity, 
and the like are all ways of belief, but they are man’s ways and they 
lead to destruction. Only one way has been provided. It is not as easy 
to understand, and yet it is easy to actually accomplish. Christ did the 
work. Perhaps that is what makes it so difficult for others.



Chapter 9: Cometh Unto the Father
A bit of historical context is required here. The Pharisees, working off of 
the blueprints provided by the Old Testament (mostly the Torah), 
believed that they were purifying themselves by their adherence to the 
law. In essence, they felt that they were coming nearer to God by their 
actions. 

This is made pretty clear by the response of the rich young ruler. In 
this story, a rich young fellow asks Jesus what he needed to do to get 
eternal life. Jesus told him to obey the law, which the young man said 
he already did (whether he was truthful or not is debatable…seems 
impossible to fully obey the law, doesn’t it?). Jesus then told him to sell 
everything he had and give it to the poor so he could follow Jesus. 

It was clear that the young man had hoped that he could get to eternal 
life by his acts of obedience. You probably know someone like that too. 
They say that they believe in God and might even claim some sort of 
allegiance to Jesus, but really they are just hoping that the scales will 
show a works-based gain when their lives on earth are over.  

Coming to the father is a big deal. It’s something that both the Jews 
and many Gentiles have always wanted, but how to do it is the catch. 
We simply cannot get there on our own. 



Chapter 10: But
Oh, what a wonderful word! Praise God there is hope! I love so many of 
the words in this verse, but perhaps this is the lynchpin that holds the 
entire thing together. What if there had been no “but?” What if God 
had given up? No, there is that magical three-letter word to raise us up 
to him and to redeem us. 

But through me…Jesus has already laid out so much of what makes 
him the only answer for our predicament. We have learned (and I’m 
sure you already knew) that mankind cannot get to the next life 
without a “way” and you know that Jesus has laid claim to that title. So 
we now need to know what that means.

It means, “through me.” The great break in this verse, the word “but” 
leads to the answer of the entire problem. Let the claim “through me” 
be your staff to lean on during the trying times in your life. Instead of 
wondering how God will come through for you, know that he already 
has! He has provided the “way!” 

If John 14:6 is quite possibly the most important verse in the Bible, 
then “but through me” is possibly the most important phrase of the 
most important verse. He has provided the path. It is a narrow path to 
be sure, but oh, what a sweep path it is!



Chapter 11: Me
In the first draft of this booklet, writing while still on the mountaintop of 
a recent spiritual adventure with God, I didn’t include the word “me” in 
the outline of this verse. Why? I suppose I assumed that it was obvious 
that “me,” that is Christ of course, would be so apparent to the reader 
that it wouldn’t need an explanation. 

Then I went through a valley experience, the kind that makes you a 
little sick to your stomach because you had as much to do with it as 
anything Satan did. That was not only much less fun than the 
mountaintop, but it was challenging to my faith as well. I wasn’t nearly 
ready to walk away from the faith altogether, not even close, but I did 
have my heart beat down severely. If it weren’t for the reality that the 
“me” in this verse means Jesus the Christ, I would have been in more 
trouble.

We must never lose sight of the fact that Jesus is the one in control at 
all times. He does this sometimes through political power, sometimes 
through natural events (things we call acts of God), and sometimes 
through his Spirit. However he displays this control, the fact is that 
“me” is the operative word. We believe, because of John chapter one, 
that Jesus is the driving force in everything. If you truly believe that, 
then it doesn’t matter if you’re in the valley being pummeled by the 
world and your own sin or if you’re on the mountaintop enjoying the 
presence of God. He’s in charge.

He is the cornerstone of our faith (Ephesians 2:20). The “me” in this 
verse is that cornerstone. I was silly to leave it out of my first draft and 
it would be silly not to think of the fact of Christ’s importance every 
day of my life. Nothing gets us to God without “me.” Never forget it!



Chapter 12: What this Means to the Reader
The truth of this verse is so much more powerful when you set it in the 
context of your own sin. I would write the word “imperfections” but 
that doesn’t really strike the correct chord. No, it simply won’t do. The 
problem is not my imperfections as an imperfect human. The problem 
is my sin. It is what I do in disobedience to God. 

I disobey God. Do you? Yes. I can guarantee it. Yet that is the point of 
this verse. “I am the way…” Christ does not need you to get you to 
heaven. You cannot attain this end. We have a fallacy in Christianity 
that says, “You can’t get there alone,” meaning that you need Christ’s 
help to get to heaven. Like he’s an add-on. 

Not according to John 14:6. In John 14, Jesus says you cannot do it at 
all. Not instead of him. Not beside him. Only He is the way to God. He 
is not the crutch that gets you there. He is the only thing that will get 
you to God. 

So is John 14:6 really the most important verse in the Bible? I suppose 
that’s impossible to claim, but the fact is that it is integral to our 
theology of Christ as Messiah. It is also the basis for our faith. If we 
believe that Jesus is anything other than the way, the truth and the life 
(such as if he’s just a great prophet, or a great teacher), then we do 
not really have faith. We must believe everything Jesus said, even 
when it comes to how we get to heaven, if we are going to claim faith 
in him. 

Yet that is just the surface of the deal. While this verse is so very 
important for understanding how we come to God in salvation, it is 
only a step in the path of living our Christian life. 

This verse makes its biggest impact when you are in your sin. When 
you feel worthless because you are stuck, you simply must remind 
yourself that you are free because of this verse! Your sin is temporary. 
It does not hold on you if you believe in Christ because he is the way, 
the truth, and the life. This is our new reality as believers. It should 
humble us, as it does me on days like this when I’m reminded of my 
dark, deep, need for a savior. This knowledge should make us grateful. 
I’m grateful today.

It is my sincere hope that this exercise in pulling apart a Bible verse 
has helped you in your studies of the Bible. Please feel free to share 
this information with your networks and those you study the Bible with. 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me through my 
website, www.sdanielsmith.com. Thank you very much and have a 

http://www.sdanielsmith.com/


blessed day!



Chapter 13: About Navy Christian Bullet

Navy Christian Blog: www.navychristian.org
Dan’s personal website: www.sdanielsmith.com
Navy Christian on Twitter: @Navychristian
Navy Christian on Facebook: 

The Navy Christian Bullet is the writing ministry of S. Daniel Smith. Dan 
is a career US Navy Sailor, a husband to Alicia, a father to Timothy, 
Samantha, and Hannah, and a writer. While these things are important, 
Dan would say that it is his Faith in Jesus Christ that is most important 
of all. In fact, his faith is in intricate part of his writing.

The Navy Christian Bullet is an extension of the ministry that started as 
a young minister to Sailors on his ship in Japan and now includes 
military men and women, and their families, all over the United States. 
NCB consists of short, simple, theological truths that help develop the 
Christian life. In a culture far too ready to simply accept what someone 
else said, NCB helps readers learn for themselves about the scriptures. 

To Read More about Dan’s Bible Studies, purchase his book Living in 
Light of the Coming Rapture, available on Amazon. In this book, he 
details the reasons to accept the rapture as a distinct possibility and 
how to live your life like you believe it! 
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Chapter 14: Sample Chapter from Book

The following is a sample chapter from Living in the Light of the 
Coming Rapture:

Our Defensible Position-The Triangle Method

You may be wondering why I am spending so much time on refuting 
arguments against the rapture and providing a good defense of it. 
After all, the book is supposed to be about living in light of the rapture, 
not protecting a doctrine. Well, it all started with a fairly simple 
problem really. The difficulty came up while testing portions of the 
book on my blog and on Facebook. As I tested certain portions, 
discussions would arise talking about how the rapture plays out in real 
life or rather, how to live because of the rapture. After all, if I somehow 
convince you that the rapture is coming, but don’t tell you how to live, 
then what good am I? So yes, I need to talk about how to live our lives 
in light of the rapture, but I also need to show you that the rapture is a 
real possibility. It is back to that need that I turn now.

As a matter of finding a defensible position, I have sought to show the 
key arguments against the doctrine of the rapture and to determine if 
they could be challenged. As was shown in previous sections, most 
arguments against the rapture can be refuted, but only by using tactics 
of debate. After all, the arguments against the doctrine are also mostly 
rhetoric and debate themselves. Yet the real defensible position of the 
doctrine isn’t so much in the ability of theologians, or lay people for 
that matter, being able to defend it as much as it’s the ability of 
scripture to lay out the idea of a given doctrine with or without man’s 
help. Therefore, the defense begins with scripture alone as long as it 
moves into a correct interpretation from that point. To see what I 
mean, a review of a like-theology is relevant. 

It is not the point of this writing to discover the case for defending the 
concept of the trinity, which is the three in one Godhead. However, in 
order to suggest a defensible position for the rapture, it will be used. 
The reason the concept of the Trinity is being explored here is because 
it is just that: A concept, just like the rapture. Neither word appears in 
the Bible and both must be deduced from individual scriptures. 

Simply put, the concept of the Trinity is fairly well established and 
defensible. While there are detractors (the primary one being Oneness 
Pentecostalism), most are either not Christian (such as Scientology and 
Mormonism) or are extremely small samplings of the faith and 
therefore do not register in this study. Thus the idea of the Trinity is 



widely held by Christianity. This is not surprising, as the Bible is clear 
about the concept (1). The following represents a small sampling of 
passages dealing with the Trinity:

That Christ is God: John 1:1, John 10:30, and John 20:28 go a long way 
to show that the Bible supports the idea of Jesus Christ being not just 
known to humanity as the son of God, but as God. 

That the Holy Ghost is God: Acts 5:3-4 is a passage that doesn’t 
directly call the Holy Spirit God. However, it begins with Peter accusing 
Ananias with lying to the Holy Spirit and ends with him being told he 
lied against God. The fact that Peter used both terms for the Deity 
suggests fairly clearly that the Holy Ghost is the same as God. I John 
5:7-8 also suggests the Holy Ghost’s intricate workings within the 
Godhead. 

That the Father is God: Ephesians 4:6 is pretty blunt in referring the 
Father to God. Most of the time, scripture assumes that the Father is 
God, but the above-mentioned verse and several others (Ephesians 
1:3, Matthew 23:9, etc.) show it more directly.

That all three are God: Conveniently for the concept of the Trinity are 
several verses that suggest all three at the same time, showing that 
the God-head is truly three in one. Verses such as Matthew 28:19 (the 
baptism passage) and Genesis 1:26 (the plural God making man) place 
all three members of the Godhead into a simple relationship. 

The below chart is a visual representation of the biblical information: 

Unfortunately, the doctrine of the Rapture is not quite so conveniently 
cut from scripture. If one puts aside all verses that simply talk about 
Christ coming back (but do not seem to distinguish his return for his 



saints from the return with his saints), which the majority of Christians 
believe, then one is left with only a few very solid passages. Many have 
already been discussed.

After review, however, a pattern not unlike the concept of the Trinity 
emerges (graphically represented below). As Paul’s writing in I 
Thessalonians is the key to the idea of the rapture, it is used as a sort 
of central point, just like verses relating all three members of the 
Godhead together are foundational for that concept. Therefore, I 
Thessalonians 4:14-18 provide the key foundation for a belief in the 
rapture. Along with that, and in fact supporting it, is a passage out of 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians (I Corinthians 15:51-53). Both of these 
passages talk about the trumpet blast and immediate change of 
believers, starting with those who had already died. 

Branching out from this view are two primary points. The first is Biblical 
evidence that a rapture-like event has already occurred in the past; 
actually that it has occurred twice. This evidence is found in II Kings 
2:11-12 and Hebrews 11:5. In the first passage, Elijah is taken up to 
heaven in a whirlwind on a flaming chariot. In the Hebrews verse, 
Enoch simply stopped walking on the earth, a sign that God took him 
before his death. 

The second branch out of the foundation is Matthew 24:41 and Luke 
17:36, verses that support the view that a future event not completely 
unlike the historical experiences is not only possible, but probable. The 
proverb of two farmers and two mill workers suggest that some will be 
actually taken while others left behind. It is written as a warning for a 
future event and one that cannot be duplicated by anything other than 
an actual situation wherein some people (presumably believers in this 
case) are taken and others (unbelievers) are left behind. This is also 
suggested in the case of the wise virgins in Matthew 25. 

A final branch emanating from the foundation is the idea that it will be 
Christ who returns. This is already evidenced in the I Thessalonians 
scripture, but is again to be understood from John 14:1-3, discussed at 
length in a previous section. Not only is the rapture an understood 
from Christ’s teachings at the Mount of Olives (the second branch), but 
is also something that will involve him personally coming back to 
retrieve those who follow him. 



Thus scripture supposes that the rapture is something to be 
understood and believed as coming (I Thessalonians), that it has 
happened in the past (II Kings and Hebrews), that it will happen again 
in the future (Matthew 24 and 25), and that it involves a central figure 
in Christ (John). 

What does this mean for you and me? As the title of Part I indicates, 
this helps solidify the believer’s reasons for living the way we do. 
Having the Triangle Method to help back up the reasons for our belief 
helps us move forward into Part II, which we will turn to shortly. 

I hope that you are now living even more confidently than you were, 
having had your faith in our doctrines bolstered.

1.  Special thanks to the official King James Bible online 
(http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Bible-Verses-About-The-Trinity/) 
for their work in compiling verses for the doctrine of the trinity. As 
previously mentioned, I converted all scriptures to NIV. Still, the online 
resource was beneficial.

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Bible-Verses-About-The-Trinity/

